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· Introduction by Thomas 
Spanish

· Problem is likely going to get worse for other departments

· Question of whether students are taking it for proficiency & because they want to use it or not

· Maybe work to get Chamber of Commerce certification

· Students could take concerns to administration 

· Students minor to show proficiency or to practice the language 
· Minor may be more practical to show proficiency 
· Student Initiated Courses 
· Other ways to decrease demand 
Core Requirements

· Seems like a waste of time
· What if there were science classes geared toward humanities majors?

· Lots have AP credits – not the same situation for IB vs. AP students 

· Suggested classes instead of just required

· Students taking things they know they’re not interested in 

· Hard for humanities students to find science classes they’re interested in

· Hybrid science classes are interesting 

· Echols students are generally varied 

· If we stop forcing students to take classes they’re not interested in, might be able to better protect majors and minors 

· Maybe compile a list of classes that are hybrids 

· If taking the core requirements would be wasting Echols’ time, isn’t it wasting other students’ time as well? 

· Maybe Echols should promote that you can apply to program later 

· IB kids don’t get enough credit for the high level classes they’re taking 

· AP is a national standard.  UVA shouldn’t be lowering standards relative to other institutions. 

· A lot of international students want to double major but have difficulty fitting the required classes in – international rarely able to take AP courses 

· IB students could take AP tests, but the curriculum is quite different 
· Should either have a core curriculum or not, but stop straddling the in between 

· There are some fantastic courses in other schools that don’t satisfy college requirements (ex: computer science classes in Engineering school) 
· What about first year seminars for everyone? 

· Very difficult to get into the seminars you’re interested in 

· Might end up with first years stuck in things they don’t want 

· Keeping current requirements and adding a USEM is going to make the problem worse, not better

· Maybe based on residence hall?  Brown does it 

· Maybe 1 credit things? 

· Already scarce on resources 

· Budgeting would be a huge problem – if can’t have minors, probably can’t have seminars 

Student-Faculty Relations

· With new SIS system, many students don’t need to meet with major advisors (Econ)

· Some are now meeting with their advisors more due to SIS 

· Many advisors go on sabbatical without people’s knowing 

· Students are falling through cracks – need to know when people are going away  ( Association Dean problem 

· Some Association Deans are giving out odd recommendations – professors rather than deans might be more helpful 
· A list of professors who are willing to talk to undeclared first and second years in programs/majors would be helpful 

· Many advisors seem to not care – they have no idea who their advisees are and aren’t engaging their advisees 

· Some advisors are sending students off to other people to solve problems rather than helping students 

· Many students have preconceived notions that their advisors won’t be good – self-fulfilling prophecy 

· Some advisors seem interested only in ensuring students fulfill requirements 

· Would be great if students were somewhat better matched (science to science, humanities to humanities) 

· Interest of first years do not reflect distribution of advisors – different supply and demand characteristics

· The whole point of a random advisor is to get students exposure to things they wouldn’t normally do 
· Maybe exclude those from fringe fields (drama advisors for non arts students) 

· COLA advisors great because they get to know you

· If you’re going to do first year seminars, maybe a COLA style class would be a good model 

· Can’t afford to have a ton of small classes for first years

· Advisors are trained in requirements and in SIS 

· Advisors aren’t getting much feedback about what’s working and what’s not

· Advisors could have pages for their advisees – could event make getting code contingent on commenting 

· Students should know that it is their responsibility to meet with advisors, not advisors’ responsibility to meet with students 

Calder Sculpture

· Obscures view of the buildings

· Could theoretically post to SpeakUp UVA

· Needs to be handled very carefully because it is a gift

· It’s disrespectful to say that it needs to go or be moved elsewhere 

15 Hour Registration Limit 

· Maybe rule should be 5 classes – taking a four credit class isn’t stealing a credit from others 

· But what do we call a class?

· Bumping it up to 16 would make a big difference 

· The whole point is to make sure classes are left over 

· 16 is a good number.  17 is too much.  

Solidifying Relationships Between Departments 

· Refusal of departments to work together is a huge problem  

· Getting students to work together, not professors to work together 

· Co-taught courses are great

· Getting professors to work together informally would be tough

· Student problem or faculty?  It’s a student problem reinforced by faculty positions. 

· The structure of the academic system fragments – rehashes different subject matter with different bias 

· Solution: encourage guest speakers in classes from different departments 

· Maybe we could encourage professors to bring in other views 

· Some people don’t have room in their schedules to take things like student initiated courses, which are often more interdisciplinary 

· Within ASC, reps could collaborate more – work with several departments, bring in professors from many angles 

· Could have events that cater to Pre-Law, Pre-Med, etc. 

· Should look into how interdisciplinary majors are funded (ex: Comp Sci is engineering and only get .5X for the college students) 

